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To the Right Honourable the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal Aſſembled in PA R- 


May i pleaſe Your Lordſhips, 


Eing Apriqed of many great Imbexelmentt, 

made of Prize Ships and Goode during the © 
late War, and other -Enormities and abuſes re- 
lating thereunto, together with the umparranta- 
ble Proceedings of the principal Commiſſoners for 
Prizes, and bow thoſe Laws intended to prevent | 
the ſame, have been violated, and rendered inef- | 
fetual, to the Great prejudice of Hir Majeſties 
Servite, I theught my ſelf in Duty Bound, to 
Publiſh the following Tract relating thereunto, 
which is maſt Humbly Submitted to your Lord- 
ſhips Conſideration, 


By Your Lordſhips 
5 _ Moſt Humble 
And Obedient Servant, 


| Trueman. | 
A 2 | "To: 


| 
: 
| 
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To The boats The Knights, Cai- 
EI. and Burgeſſes, Aſſembled | in P A R- 
TIAMENT. 


May it pleaſe Tour Honours, 


Aving in January 1698. preſented. the Sasel 
Houſe of Commons, with a Paper Intituled, A 
word in Seaſon, being a Proſpect of Publick Grievances, 
with ſome particulars relating to the Imbezeling of Pris 
zes and prize Goods, together with the proceedings of 
the Commiſſioners for Prizes ; Aud having ſince laid before 
the Honourable Houſe another Paper Intituled, Englands 
private Bank laid open, or a Prolpect of che Procced- 
ings of the Commiſſioners for Prizes, Collected out of 
their own Books ; and being credibly informed, that the ſaid 
> ommiſſio ners, in their firſt Accounts ( laid before the Honoura- 
ble Houſe of Commons, ) did cenceal ſeveral matters re- 
lating to their Office, with intent to delay and obtruft the Parlis 
ament in their proceedings ; and con ſidering what great Summs 
of Mony they allowed their Accomptant General and others for 
making up the Accounts of that Office, and how dilatory they 
have have been in producing a ſatis factory account to Your Ho- 
nours, and having peruſed Mr. Paſchals Letter ſtatmg the 
Caſe of Mr. Parkhurſt and Himſelf, and conſidered the vari- 
ous Reflections of ſome Perſons, who being ignorant in thoſe + 
fairs have been miſguided by falſe reports and dark Relations, I 
bavs 


| have preſum'd to Publiſh the FR Nartative of my P 

| ceedings with thoſe Commiſſioners, with my Obſervation f 
matters velaiug thereunto, which. J "hope "may" be, aof to 

| Convince thoſe who have or may be decei ved by Falſe aud cure 

Notions: all which wit . is 50 N offered to 


Gays ideration, 3 167 Steals; 21 ye 
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© By: Yo Hoteats, 
- Moſt wg: od 
And 'Obedien Servant, 


15 lemau. 7 


SER, 


To» 


SIR, 


HE Letter Mr. Pacha! ſent you coming to my hands, 1 

thought could not do a more acceptable ſervice, than to 

give you the following account of ſome matters relating 

thereunto, wherein you may obſerve that my delign is only: 
to inform you of what has fallen under my Obſervations, without 
any Reflection more than relates to matter of fact; and therefore I ſhall 
only pray you candidly to Conſider the ſame before you proceed to 
paſs Sentence. | 

In the 1 3c%. of King Charles the 24. it is enacted; that all Writings 
found on Board of any prize Ship, ſhall be ſent entirely to the Court of 
Admiralty or Commiſſioners for prizes, and that no Goods, Ammu- 
nition, Tackle, Furniture or Stores, other than Goods upon or above 
the Gus deck, ſhall be taken out of any prize Ship, until the ſame ſhall 
be Condemn'd in the Court of Admiral. 

And by their Majeſties declaration, dated the 234. of May 1689 
for Encouragement of Officers and Seamen in their Majeſties Service, 
it was ordered, that the Collectors of prize Goods ſhould pay them 
6 l.-— 135——+4 4. for every piece of Ordinance beloaging to 
any Ship, and 10 5. per Ton for every prize taken and Condemned 
in the Admiraliy Court, together with the priviledge allowed by the 
foregoing At. pM 

And thereupon 7 Commiſſioners were Conſtituted and appointed, 
to take. an account, as well of all prizes taken and fold in Forreign 
parts, as of thoſe that were brought into Exgland; and for their Care 
and Pains in the well managing this Service, they were allowed each 
500 J. per annum, with a Receiver General, Accomptaat Generals, and 
their Aſſiſtants, Su»-Commllioners and Agents in the Ports of England, 
Ireland and Wales, and many in the We#-Indies and other Forreign 
parts, with a Surveyor, Land Waiter, a Proctor, Sollicitors, Store- 


| keepers, Clarks, and all things neceſſary, for Taking, Stating and 


Paſling their Accounts, &c. | 

And for the better preventing the Imbezeling prize Ships and 
Goods, An Act was made in the 4. and 5th. Year of His PreſentMajelty, 
and the Late Queen, Iatituled. an Act for continuing the Ats for Fro- 
ibiting all Trage and Commerce e with F rance, and for the Eucourageme- 7 of 
Privateers, whereby it is Enacted that all prizes ſnall be brought _ 


4 


| (2) 
this Kingdom without breaking Bulk, and be preſerved from Imbezel- 
ments until the ſame ſhall, be adjudged Lawful prizes, and if any prize 
Ship {hail be taken in the Medeterranean, it ſhall be Lawful to, carry 
them to Cadiz, or Allicant, &c. to be delivered into the poſſeſſion of 
ſoine Perſon Authorized by His Hajeſty to receive and preſerve the 
ſame from Imbezelment, until the fame ſhall be by the Court of Ad- 
miralty of England adjudzed Lawful prize, &c. and the Captors are di- 
_ rected with all ſpeed to tranſmit the Papers taken in ſuch Prizes, or at- 

reſted Copies thereof, to the ſaid Court and Prizes taken in the Weſ?- 

Indies, may be carried into any of his Majeſties Plantations, there to 
be Delivered tothe Chief Governor, to remain and be kept as aforeſaid 
until the ſame ſhall he Condemned or Diſcharged, or otherwiſe Law- 

fully Diſpoſed of, by ſuch Perſons as ſhall be Lawtully Commiſſioned in 

that behalf; and the like proviſion is made for Ships taken inthe East- 
Indies, &c. And it is further provided that all prize Goods ſhall be in- 
tirely kept and preſer ved from Imbezelments, & c. and ſhalt be fold 
publickly in the preſence of the Mariners, &c. and the Subſidy ot 
Tonnage, Poundage, and all other Duties, ſhall be paid to His Maje- 


* tie for prize Goods, and if any Captain or Officer, &c. ſhall Imbezel, 


purloin, conceal or convey away, or put on ſhore, or cauſe or 
procure, to be Imbezeled, &c. any part, or parcel of ſuch Goods in 
any place; other than His Majeſties Ware-Houſes, ſach Perſons ſhall 
loſe the whole fhare and Benefit of what he might or ought to have 
bad in the prize wiercof. the Goods fo Imhezeled, &c. were part or 
parcel thereof: and that if any Captain or Officer ſhall take to himſelf or 
Imbezel any Mony, Plate, Goods, Lading, Tackle, or other things 
iaany Ship te ken cr Scized on for prize or retakea from the Enemy, 
he ſhall forfeit 5001. and be uncapable of any Office under his Majeſtie 
for 7 Years. And it is farther povided that the neat proceed of all 
Prizes, ſhall be divided in ro equal parts, one Tenth to the Trea- 
ſurer of the Nzvy to be diſpoſed of for Meddals and Rewards, to ſich 
Seamen that have done any ſignal or extraordinary Service at Sea. 
2 to the King, , to the Sick and Wounded Scamen, &c. and 3 
Tenths to the Captains and Seamen, and by the Conſtitution of the. 
Navy the laſt 3 Tenths, is to be divided into 8 Shares, 3 thereof be- 
Tongs to the Captain, and all Perſons concerned are allowed to peruſe 
the Accounts of any Prize, to know whether the ſhares allowed have 
been fairly diſtributed. | 
ſhort hint of the Laws, and the Kings 
that Mr. 
Paſchall 


W | | 
P aſchall was one, that were Conſtituted and appointed his Majeſties 
principal Commiſſioners for Prizes, with power to chuſe their Sub- 
Commiſſioners, Agents and other Officers before mentioned, which 
ſaid Officers, with the Captains and other Sea Officers, were to be ac- 


countable to them for all Prizes, and ifany failures or Imbezelmetits* . 


were made of any Prize or Prize Goods,-theſe principal Commiſſioners 
having notice thereof, were to call them to an account and demand ſa- 
tisfaction, and upon non-payment to ſue them for the ſame z this Sir; I 
hope you will allow was a Duty incumbent on them, if fo, then give 
me leave to tell you: That, 8 
iſt. Captain Edward Bibbs Commander of His Majeſties Ship James 
Galley, the 25th of March 1692. Did then take one prize Ship called 
the Elizabeth of St. John Delews, ofs Guns, burthen 140 Tuns, full 
Laden with Wines, .Netts, Brandy, and other ſtores for New found 
Land, for which the Maſter of the ſaid Prize when taken,” did offer 
the Captor 4000 Dollars; and on the 27th ot the ſame Month the ſaid 
Captain did take one other Prize; called the Byones Friggate of 14 
Guns and 6 Paterearos, being a new Ship, well fitted and provided 
wich navall ſtores and proviſions, valued at 1500 J. which Ship he ſold 
to a Dutch Conſul at St. Antoniain Biſcay: now finding theſe Ships 
not accounted for in the Prize Office, and the Officers and Seamen un- 
paid their ſhares of Prize Mony, I thought I could not perform a more 
acceptable Ser vice, than to accquaint the Commiſſioners for prizes 
thereof, which accordingly Idid about February 1697. and then «they 
promiſed me a Reward, it | could prove the ſame; but their Honours 
tending for the. Captain, he ſome days aſter ſent them an account 
there ot; after this | attended them again, and then they told me | was 
a pertty man to trouble them with ſuch Trifles, and one of them hold- 
ing the Captains account in his hand, bid me take it into another 
Room and peruſe it, which acordingly 1did, and took a Copy there- 
of, wherein the Captain ſets forth that he took from the'French, an old 
Engliſs Built Pink, about 50 or 60 Tuns, and that by the Bills of La- 
ding there was on Board her 10 Small Casks of Wine and 6 of Brandy, 
and that the Men plundered her, aid that the Maſter of the Capture 
offered but 400 Dollars for her, but he ſold her for 5, and that the 
Byoneſ was a Rotten Double Veſſel of 14 Guns aud 60 Tons, 
» which he Sold for 400 Dollars, and makes himſelf Debtor and Credi- 
tor as followeth, G 8 0 aa 
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© By Proceed of the. Elizabeth, ———_—— 
SJ By. Proceed of the Byoneſs, ———=————=————400 
: At & 5. per. Dollar, Me Nr ang — —ͤ— — — — 180 
Per — Per 14 Guns in the Bioneſs . —.— 94 —7—8 
Contray. Per Tunnage of 60 Tun 30.0 
per Tunnage of the Elizabeth, 50 to. —25—0—0 
e N 149—7—8 
And makes the Ballance, ————————— —— 30-124 


Upon returning the faid account, I told their Honours that thoſe 
Ships were worth 10 Times more as I could evidently prove, which 
on Penalf of the Mariners Lhave ſince done; but their anſwer, was they 
were taken a great way off, and a great while agoe; and that the Capt. 
was a very honeſt man, and had ſworn to the Account, and that was 
fyſficient : then calling for their Solicitor, they directed me to goe 
with him to the Kings Proctor in order to Condema thoſe Ships, 


which accordingly I did, and by my procurement they were Con- 


dema'd the 10th of March 1697. Afterwards attending their Ho- 
nours for a reward, they told me l had done the King a good piece of 
Service, and that there yas 30 due to him upon the Ballance of Ac- 
count, and adviſed me to go to the King for a reward; but in regard. 
the Ballance was ſo inſigniſicant, I did not think fit to trouble His 
Majeſtie therewith, as well knowing the coſt would Exceed the 
Profit. 155555 | 4 

The ſaid Captain on the 25th of Merch aſoreſaid, took another cal- 


led the St. Vincent, of 24 Guns, out of which Sbip the Capt. Imbezeled 


18 great Guns, one Suit of Sails, one Halſer, 10 Coyl of new Cordage, 
and all ber ſmall Arms, the whole valued at 160 J. which was never 
accounted for in the Prize-Office, and about June 92, he took another 
Prize of 18 Guns, called the San, which with the St. Vincent was taken 
into the Kings Service, and on the 27 of March, 1693. The ſame 
Captain took another Prize of 18 Guns, called the Mount Caſſel, be- 
longing to St. Aalloes, out of which the Captain Tmbezeled 2 Anchors, 
and Cables, with Sails, Cordage, Arms and Ammunition, Wine and 


Brandy, 


F 


CY) 


Brandy, the whole valued-at 112 4. was ſold to one Higgins at Silly, 
and the Ship ſent to Plimouth. | % 

The Capraia being ſued in the Court of Admiralty, for prize Mony 
due to the Officers and Seamen, on Account of che 5 recited Ships, 
did in his Allegations declare upon Oath, that he took the aforeſaid 5 
Ships, and no more; but it being afterwards proved that he took ano- 
ther prize of 80 Ton, Laden with Linnea, Iron, and other Merchants 
Goods, which he carried to St. Autonia, and ſold there, and that he had 
taken another prize of 60 Tun which he carried to Falmouth, and fold 
there, and another of 50 Tun Laden with white Sand, which he ſent to 
Ramſgate, and {qld there, theſe Three laſt valued at 14401. were ne- 
ver brought to Account in the Prize Office, yet in his ſecond Allegati- 
on he doth acknowledge that he took the ſaid 3 Prizes, &c: whereby 
it is. evident that he took no regard to what he ſwore, and that the Com- 
miſſioners for prizes in paſſing his Clandeſtine Accounts (after they 
had Notice thereof) did wilfuly ſuffer the King and thoſe concerned 
to be Defrauded, in the Elizabeth, 700 l. in the Boneſs, 14201. by Im- 
bezelments inthe St. Vincent and Sun prizes, 272 l. aud by the 3 laſt 
recited prizes 1440 /. in all 3836 J. 

24. In June 1697, Captain Stephen Ellioe Commander of His Maje- 
ſties Ship, Briſtol, did take one prize of 22 Guns and 300 Tuns, called 
the Hying- Heart, being one of 'Penty's ſquadron at the plundering of 
Carthagena, and Laden with Tiſſian Silks, Satins, Cambricks, Kent- 
ing, Plate, Jewels; Bars of Gold, Piſtoles and other Spaniſh Mony, 
and Goods to the value of rocooo!. ſterling, great part thereof he 
ſold and diſpoſed of at Jamaica, and carried the prize with the reſt of 
her Cargo to Virginia, which was 400 Leagues from thence, and there 

{old che Ship and more of the Cargo, and upon his arrival at Porcs- 

mouth, there was found on Board the ſaid Brito! (by the prize Offi- 

cers) 12 pieces of Ordinance and, 1790 Hides, part of the Cargo aud 

Furniture of the ſaid prize, which was ſold by the Commiſſioners for 

3861.—2 5 —6 4. But the Captain being proſecuted for the remainder, 

he Exhibited an account upon Qath.in the Admiralty Court, wherein 
he ſwears, that the ſaid, account contained the whole of what came to 

his hands, and what be diſpofed of chem for, to wit, 3982 Dollars, 
3 Royals and no more, and that he knew not of any ather Gold, Plate, 

Jewels or other Goods but a Complaint being made to the Houſe of 
Commons alzout this matter, the appointed a Committee co Examin the 
ſame, and being inform'd there was ſeveral parcels of Plate, and other 
Goods concealed on Board the * Ariſtol, they acquainted the Commiſ- 
| 2 loners 
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ſioners for Prizes thereof, and upon a ſecond ſearch, there was found a 
Silver Croyyn Gilt, with a Large Jewel fixt therein, with a great deal 


of Plate and other Goods, which after the Captain, had the priviledge 
of challenging and taking to himſelf what he pleaſed, che ſold the re- 
mainder for 113 /.—o 5.—7 d. But what became of the jewel I know 
not, bnt the Commintee Riſing without making a report, the Captain 
applyed himſelf co the Commiſſioners, and offered to pay the Mony 
arrifing by Sale of the Ship ànd Goods mentioned in his Account, De- 
ducting his own ſhare of prize Mony, to which they agreed, for 300 /. 
and took his Note for the payment thereof, alcho they had been Cre- 
dibly informed what prodigious Imbezelments the Captain had made 
out of that Prize, and when the Captain was Tryed at the Exchequer 
Court on account of the: ſaid prize, and that great imbezelments were 
fully proved upon him, Eſq. Paſchal appear d and informed the Court 


that this Captain had given them the faireſt account that ever came to 


their Office, notwithſtanding their Board had before (in their report to 
the Lord: of the Treaſury ) Charged him of his perfidious accounts laid 
before them, and his Clandeſtin dealings wich theSeamen, with the non- 
payment of the aforeſaid 300 J. Gti | 
34. It July 1697, Captain Tho. Warren Commander of His Majeſties 
Chip Winaſor, did take a Prize 8 near the S:reights of Gibralter ) called 
the St. George of Marſelteis, of is Guns and 8 Patareros, Burthen 
300 Tuns, laden wich Brazel Sugars, Tobacco, Clove-Bark, Brazeel 
Wood, Plate and other Goods to the value of 20000 /. which was ſold 
and Imbezeled by the ſaid Captain, and his Accounts paſs'd by the 
Commiſſioners for prizes at 25 52 l. —9 5.4 d. out of which the Com- 
miſſioners (notwithſtanding the Imbezelments) allowed and paid 
him; for 2. of the neat proceed 71 31.—145. and for the Gunnage of 
16 Guns, 160/. And upon Complaint made to the Commiſſioners of 
ſome particular imbezeled out of, the ſame Prize, to the value of 
4171. 10 5. they ordered the Kings Proctor to ſue him for the 
33 and thereupon he was arreſted, but afterwards they ordered the 
Proctor not to proceed unleſs the Diſcoverer would defray the charge; 
this Captains particular Friend or his Servant, laid a ſnam Informati- 


on in the Exchequer againſt him, to prevent his being ſued for the pe- 


nalty of the Act. 3 | 
_ 4th. And in January 1696, Captain Wiliam Croſe Commander of 
His Ma jeſt ies Ship Dover, took a Prize Ship of 65 Tunscalled che 


Haul of Scotland, Laden with Wine, Brandy, Rozin, Paper and 


other Goods to: the value of 1995 J. which Ship and Goods was Imbe- 
l zeled 
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zeled and fold by the Captain at Lisbene, beſides other Prize Goods 
Imbezeled by him to the value of 525 J. in lll 25 20 l. which the faid 
Commiſlioners would not take notice of, alledglag they had an Account 
of the ſaid Haull, but that account came to no more then 450 J. and 
out of that the Captain was to be allowed the 3 Tenths of this heat 
Proceed; the account of this and the aforeſaid Ship was privately kept 
and not entered as the Law directs. 777 | | 
In Fune 16g7, Captain Richard Griffeth Commander of His Majeſties 
Ship Trident, took a Prize, called the Lajey-Slype Burthen about 40 
Tuns, Laden with Cinamon, Bees-wax, Tallow, Silk, Lianen, 
Cambricks, Kentings, Silver Lace, Flanders Lace, Brandy, Sugar, 
and one Cheſt of Plate, 2 Large Baggs of Dollars, and.other Goods 
to a Coafiderable value, which he fold and imbezeled; but being Pro- 
ſecuted on the penalty ofthe Act, the Commiſſioners permitted him to 
paſs a lame account to Circumvent the Proſecutor. 8 

Notice was alſo given to the ſaid Commiſſioners, that Captain Bea- 
mont Commander of His Maleſties Ship Rupert, had lmbezeled ſeveral 
Prizes to the value of 10000 /. But the Diſcoverer was lighted, and 
altho they ordered a Proſecution againſt the Captain, yet that matter 
was ſoon ſtifled, and there was an end of that Proſecurion. 

Many other Imbezelments to the value of 2 or 300000 l. I did in- 
tend to lay before them, but finding them to be fo adverſe in thoſe 
matters, I dectined them, and applied my ſelf to the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury, by a Note I ſent to. Eſquire Lownds their Secretary, as followeth. 


8 


Honoured Sir, 
1 ESE are moſt Humbly to deſire you toCertifie the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury, that great Diſcoveries may be made of Priz+ Ships and Goods Im- 
bezeled to the valve of 1000001. and more, if their Lordſhips will be.pleaſed 
to hear the ſame, and allow « Suitable Reward to the Diſcoverer. 


The 3d. of January, 1698, "; . 


But Receiving no Anſwer in the next Gaxzett, and the Commiſſio- 
ners for Prizes having laid ſome obſcure Accounts before the Houſe of 
Commons, ( which as I was informed they were teady to pais by reaſon 
of a no Contradiction) and conſidering that thoſe great Frauds com- 
mitted in Publick, ought not to be Buried in Secret, on the 11th, of 
January aforeſaid, I preſented the Parliament with a Paper, Intituled 
AMerd in Seaſon, being a Proſpett of Publick Greviances, with ſome 1 

j ticular: 
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ticulars relating to the Imbezeling of Prices and Prize Goods, together with 
the Proceedings of the Commiſſioners for Prizes, And on the next day the 
Lords of the Treaſury gave notice in the Gazer, that they would hear and 
| encourage the Diſcoverers. 8 | | 
But the Advertiſement. comiag forth after I had laid the aforeſaid 
Paper before the Houſe, did much ſurprize me; but conſidering b was 
not to trouble that High Court in matters that might be otherwiſe 
Redreſſed, I waited on Sir Thomas Littleton, then Speaker of the How/e, 
and one ofthe Lords of the Treaſury, and by his advice, I attended the 
Secretary of the Treaſury, by whoſe aſſiſtance, (on the 20th, day of the 
ſame Month) I laid before their Lordſhips 20 Articles, which that you 
may the better Judge of theſe matters, I ſhall trouble you with the 
following Copy. 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of His 
MA TJESTIES Treaſury. | | 


May it pleaſe Your Lordſhips, 

| EING aprized of many great enormities and abuſes, Committed by the 
B Commiſſioners for Prizes, and other Commanders of His Majeſties 
Ships of War, by imbexeling of Prizes and Prize Goods, to the value of 
100000 l. and more, with other unwarrantable and Illegal practices, and 
and having moſt Humbly Intimated the ſame to your Loraſhips, by Letter to 
your Lordſhip Secretary, we do moſt Humbly preſent your Loradjhips, with 
the following Articles Relating thereunto, being ready to prove the Alleg aticns 
thereof; moſt Humbly praying your Lordſhips to appoint a time to examine 
the ſame, we do with moſt Humble Submiſſion attend Your Lordſhips Com- 


mands. 


* S 


G. E.— F. 8. 


1. That during the late War, ſeveral Prize Ships with their whole 
Cargo and Furniture, have been Imbezled by the Capt. and not Ac- 


"counted for in the Prize- Office. 

2. That ſeveral Rich Prizes have been Plundercd by the Capt. and 
che greateſt part of che Goods imbezled, and the Ships with part of 
their Cargocs, wilfully Burn'd, Sunk or left driving in the Sea. 

3. That great part of the Cargo of ſome, and Furniture of many 
other Prizes / to a conſiderable Value) have bee Inbezelcd by the 
Capt. and not returned to the Prize- Office. 3 
4. That ſeveral Prize-Ships have been returned :ato the 9 of 

dme 
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ſome Officers belonging to His Majeſty, and not accounted for in the 
Prize Office. | | | 
J. That ſeveral Commanders (to Defraud the King and Seamen ) 
have Exhibited many Great and Fraudulent Accounts, upon their ſing le 
Oath. | ; 

6. That the Commiſſioners for Prizes (being informed of Ships and 

Goods Imbezeted, have diſcouraged and brow-beat the diſcoverers, 
and accepted of the perfidious Accounts of the Capt. refuſing to take 
notice of their Imbezlements. 
J. That upon examining, ſome doubtfull Caſes, ſome perſons 
(for the Service of His Majeſty ) renouncing their own Intereſt, to diſ- 
cover and diſtinguiſh, what Ships and Goods were the Effects of the 
Enemies; after ſeveral Months attendance, with a great Expence, have 
been diſmiſs?d without any reward. 

8. That ſeveral fraudulent Accounts of Prizes return'd from For- 
reign parts, ( have in a Clandeſtine manner) been privately kept in 
the Prize-Office, and not eatred in the Publick Books. 8 
9. That the ſaid Commiſſioners have allowed. and paid ſeveral 
Commanders æbeir full Shares of Prizes, and Prize- goods returned, 
after they had Imbezeled great part of the Cargo and Furniture of 
ſuch Ships, without taking notice of the Imbezelments. 

10. That ſome Commanders, who have been detected at another 
Board for Imbezeling Prize- goods to à great Value, have been paid 
their full ſhares of Prize-Money, by the Commiſſioners for Prizes. 

11. That many.prodigious Imbezlements have been made of Prize- 
oods, after the ſame have been delivered into the cuſtody of the 
aid Commiſſioners or their Agents. | 

12. That ſome perſons having Money due at their Office for ſignal 
Services, have had the ſame detained, for appearing upon Summons 
to give Evidence againſt a Capt. proſecuted for great Imbezel- 
ments. 

13. That ſome perſons having a Juſt claim to Money due at their 
Office, have been deprived of the ſame, for diſcovering ſuchilmbezle- 
ments, and proſecuting the Imbezlers. | 

14+ That the ſaid Commſſioners appeared (in a Court of Fuſtice Jon 
behalf of a Criminal, to juſtifie his Accounts laid before them upon 
Oath, and afterwards reported to your Lordſhips, that his Accounts 
were Fraudulent and Notorious Falſe. * 

15. That the ſaid Commiſſioners do refaſe to pay ſome Officers, 
and Mariners their ſhares, of Prize-Money, upon the account of Im- 
bezlements made by their Commanders. 16. That 
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16. That the ſaid Commiſſioners ( notwithſtanding His Majeſties 


Gracious Declaration for encouragment of Seamen) do refuſe to pay 
the Gunnage and Tunnage of ſome Ships, taken before the late Ag. 
17. That the Commiſſioners have paid ſome Commanders and Of. 


 ficers their Shares of Money due on account of Prizes, and refuſed to 
Pay other Officers and Seamen belonging to the ſame Ships, under pre- 
tence they had not Money. 15 


18. That by the ſeverity, and ill uſage of the ſaid Commiſſioners 
and ſome Sea Commanders, the Seamen and Mariners have been de- 


© prived of almoſt their whole ſhares and proportions of prize Mony, 


whereby many of them being miſerably impoveriſhed, have left their 
Native Country, with their Families, who are become- miſerable 
Objects. 1 

19. That ſeveral great Sums of Mony, have been ſhared amongſt 
the Prize Officers and others, for pretended ſignal Services. 

20. That in their Accounts of Disburſments, Contingencys, Pro- 
miſcuous, Incident and Accidential charges; Great Extravagancies and 
abuſes lie concealed, to the great prejudice of His Majeſty, &c. 


Upon reading theſe Articles, their Lordſhips directed us to prove 
our charge in the 6). Article, againſt the ſaid Commiſſioners, but 
on the next day, to wit the 2 i/t. of January, by the contrivance of Mr. 
Whitacre and ſomebody elſe, I was ſurprized and committed to the 
Poultrey Comrter; under pretence of ſtifling Proſecutions, and there I 
continued untilf the 34. March, in which time it was reported that my 
confinement was to keep me out of the way, which was very 


- probable, ſince no Proſecution was brought agaiaſt me, in the whole 


time. . 

But having varied from the matter, I hope you will not take it a- 
miſs, if I tell you of a Tryal depending in the Exchequer, upon an 
information exhibited againſt the aforeſaid Captain Elorr for imbezel- 


ing the ſaid Prize: my Friend and my ſelf having attended Two 
Terms, and expended 400. to bring chat cauſe to Tryal, being 


ſtrangely prevented, and I being then a priſoner, Mr Glover the Agent 
ſent tor my Friend, and with à pretended kindneſs to him, rails a- 
gainſt me, and tells him tho ] was a Rogue, he would ſtand by him, 
and as the King was to have a Moyety, ſo he would have that Cauſe 
Tryed that Term at the Kings charge; my Friend havin g in vain ſpent 


All that he oould ſpare, accepted of his offer, and privately communi- 
_ cated the ſame to me, who being under confinement conſented thereun- 


to, 


| (11) 
to; Mr. Glover being now the ſole Manager of the Court, goes to our 
Clark, and orders him to give notice for Tryal; which accordiazly 
he did, and a day being pointed, my Friend by his Order hurries to 
Graveſend and other parts, to ſummon the Wi neſſes, who appeared 
accordingly ; and when alk things were ready for Tryal, Mr. Glover 
ſent his Letter to the Clerk to ſtop proceedings, this Trick colt my 
Friend 50 /. beſides 15 l. he paid Colt to the Defendant: After this 
[ was admitted to Bail, upon Condition of appearing at the Seſſions 
of the Peace, or at the Old Bay, Kings Bench, or the Exche. wer 
Court, to anſwer to ſuch Accuſations or Informations, as ſhall 
be brought againſt me, in the Kings Name or otherwiſe: This 
was the Condicioa of ny Recognizance, impoſed upon my Friends 
by Sir John Houblon; which as you ard a judictous Gentleman, I re- 
ferr to your Conſideration. But being at Liberty, and knowing this 
Cauſe to be as fair a thing as ever was tryed at the Exchequer- Barr, 
being armed with the Statute-Law of England, and as I may ſay, the 
plaineſt and fulleſt A& that our Repreſentatives or any other could 
contrive, | was reſolved for my King and Countreys ſake to bring 
this Cauſe to Tryal, which at the end of Four Terms, with the Ex- 
pence of 100 /. we effected: But by ſubtil Tricks, Evaſions and clan- 
deſtine practices, to the amazement of all that heard it, we loſt this 
Cauſe; and that Court that can diſpenſe with our great Bulwarks, 
the Statute Law of Znoland. | 

But to return to the matter in hand, purſuant to the Directions of 
the Lords ot the Treaſury, and by the Order of their Secretary, on the 
21th, of March, 1695. I delivered to Mr. Glandvil one of their Offi- 
cers, our Complaint, to prove the allegation of the ſixth Article, 
which is briefly tatimared in pag. 4, 5, 6,7,8, 9,&10.— No. 1, 2, 3, 4+ 
But finding that I could not come to a hearing of that matter, I ſilent- 
ly withdrew, leaving the Complaint with their Lordſhips, who on the 
28th. of Jwmeardered the ſame to be read, when the Commiſſioners 
for Prizes wcre preſent, and on the 27th. of the ſame Moarh, -their 
Lordſhips conti ituted Mr. Farſthur ſt and Mr. Paſchal, with-a New Com- 
miſſion, the Preamble excepted, is as followeth. | 


OW Know ye, That we Cha. Mountague, Ford E. of Tankervile, 
Sir Ste. Fox, John Smith, and Hen. Boyl, repoſing ſpecial Truſt and 
Confidence in the Al ili, Case, and Crcumſpection of John Parkhurſt and 
John Paſchal, m the late Commiſſioners before mentioned, leave aut ho- 
rized, wonjtituted and appointed, and by theſe Preſents de authorize, conſti- 
tate and appoint, them the ſid Joha Parkhnrſt and John Paſchal, with 
toll Power 300 Jun e, Jet, recover and receive all Prizes whatſoever, or 
C the 
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the value and Preceeds of the ſame, and the Arrears thereof, which have 
been taken during the late War with France, and not duely anſmerediand ac- 
counted for, and to diſtribute and apply, pay over and account for the ſame, 
i ſuch manner as by any Act or Acts of Parliament now in ferce concern» 

ing ſuch Prizes, is preſtribed and required; and the. ſaid John Farkhurſt 
and John Paſchal, are 10 obſerve and follow ſuch Orders, Rules and Inſtructi- 
ons, as they (hall from time to time receive from us, for the better mannage- 
ment of the truſt, repiſed in them. Dated at the Treaſury-Chamber iz the 
Cockpit, the 27th. of June, 1699. in the 11th, Tear of his Majeſties 
Reign, &c. | | | FER (74 ö g 1 
| 2 * 1 N * 1 $ | . N 

Now Sir, by this Conſtitution you may obſerve, they were to ſue 
for, levy, recover and receive, all Prizes whatſoever taken during, the 
late War, (and not duely anſwered) or the Malue and Proceeds of the 
ſame, and theariears thereof; this power they had before, y hich be- 
ing not executed, and their Lordſhips being acquainted of matters re- 
Istiag to their Office, that had been omitted, thay: inveſted Mr. Parks 
burſt and Mr. Paſchal with this new Commiſſion, to enable them to 

make good all NegleQs and Defects occaſioned by. them; particular 
ly, by Mr. Paſchal; who with the Accomptant General, as J am in- 
formed, govern'd the whole Board, after the departure of Mr. Secre- 
tary Vernon and Sir Michuel Cole; and how far they have diſcharged 
themſelves in that truſt, I'll leave you to judge, by what I have and 
ſhall relate, together with one paſſage in Mr. Paſchals Letter, where- 
in he ex preſſes theſe words. Now during the War, the Commiſſio- 
_ © ners bave been credibly informed, and 1 do believe, that there has 
© been in the Meſt-Indies (beſides ſome in the Eaſt) Prizes taken to 
« the value of ndar 2000001: and yet there never came from thoſe 
ee parts into our Office, above 1007 J. 9.5: 6 d. which upon informa- 
e tion we ſeized at Toriſmouth, out of which the Three Teuths that 
«© came to the King, was 302 /.- 4. 1rd. and the Gunnage of 
that came to 220 J. ſo there Remained neat to the-King only 
4082 l. 45 II 4. | bo 1% 4 34 | 

This Seizuie at Portſmouth I take to be part of the Effects of the 

Prize taken by Captain Zr as before mentioned, and can be no other, 

becauſe de _ſays that of all the Prizes taken in the Hef Indies, there 
never came into their: Office above 1007 /. — 93. — 6 d. and that 
was upon Information ſeized at Porrfmoutl,, Now Sir, if you look back 
you'll find the Number of Guns exactly agree with the Gunnage here 
payd ; and that after the paſſingihis Accounts and deducting bis own 
ſhare, he gave chem a Nee for to. which being divided as the Act 
diregts, thereis coming to the: King about 84 J. But that Account far 
$41 — | : ſurpaſ- 
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ſurpaſſes this, for there was ſeized on board the Briſtoll at one time. 
Hides and Guns fold for 386 /. - 2. 6 4. at another time Plate and 
other Goods ſold for 113 J. 0 - 74. Beſides the Captains own account 
_ of 3982 Dollars, which at 45. per Dollar comes to 995“. 8 5. which 
together makes 1494 J. 11. 1 d. But then he charges the Prize 
Debtor to him for Money lent Admiral New, to ſupply the Squa- 
dron in the We/t Indies, 800 Dollars, and by a Bill of Ech inge on 
a perſon at Virginia 800 Dollars, and for Charges on account of th: 
Prize 120 Dollars, in all 1920, which at 4. per Dollar comes to 435 !. 
Now how far the Commiſſioners may allow of theſe or any other Ac- 
counts | know not; but fare Tam, that in the Relation Mr. Paſcha 
gives, he leaves no room for any other Prize ſeized at Porrſmoxth, to 
come into that Account of 1007 /. -g 5. - 64. and that they ought not 
to have allowed the Captain any ſhire out of this, in regard of the 
Imbezelment which by their Commiſſion they were to recover of him 
and all others, which by his Relation was very conſiderable ; and al- 
tho the laſt Commiſſion does not ſay they ſhall be accountable for all 
Prizes taken, ſo it doth not ſay they ſhall not; and you will believe 
ſome body was to be accountable ; and they being Conſtituted and 
continued after the other Commiſſioners were diſcharged, were the 
molt proper Perſons to give Account of the whole, and I fee nothing 
in that Commiſſion that exempts them; which if it did, that could 
be no Barrier to the Parliament, and they you allow are the ficteſt 
Judges who ſhall; and if no Account is ro be given of what has heen 
done the late War, what can we expect will b> the Effects of a new 
War, that ſome are fo forward to ingage us ia. C20 OT 297 

He alfo tells you, that within ſix Months after they received that 
Commiſſion, and as ſoon as they had diſcharged the Debts of the Office 
left unpaid when the Office was ſuperſeded,” and that he could not do 
the Publick any further ſervice, he deſired to be diſcharged. 

This intimates, that all Moneys due from that Office is actually 
payd, which is anſwered in the foregoiag Articles; balides, I can 
prove, that ſeveral perſons (who have mide Dicoveries to them of 
prize Ships and Goods imbezcled ) are yet unpaid ſeveral conſiderable 
ſumms of Mony, which on behaff of miny'Officers and Seamen'they 
have a Right and Lawful power to receive. And whereas he deſired to 
be diſcharged hecauſe he could not do the Publick aay further ſerwice, 

you may takę notice, that. was after his Sallary' was ſuperſeded, And - 
that he had no further Opportunity to ſerve himſelf. ! 

He likewiſe tells you, there was Sub · commiſſioners and Agents in 
our Home- ports of En9/an4, Ireland and Ma es, and ports abroad, and 
many in the eſt- ladies, &c. 2nd that it is his Opinion that their Board 

C 2 were 
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e re only accountable for miſmanagement of Sails and mifapplying 
Mony. or of frauds committed in their own Office. N 
But it's my Opinion that as they were the principal Commiſſioners 
for Prizes, ſo they were to inſpect the mannagement of their inferi- 
ours, the ſub-Commiſſioners, Agents, and all other their Officers and 
Commanders of the Kiags Ships, &c. or elſe what ſigniſies the Kings 
Declaration and the Act for preventing the imbezeling of Prize Goods, 
if their iaferiour Officers, and the Imbezelers were not called to Ac- 
count, and who but they could do 16? indeed I never faw their Com- 
miſſions, but ( I preſume ) they were Authorized and Impowered 'to 
conſtitute and appoint their ſub-Commiſſioners, Agents* and Subſti- 
tutes, and ſo conſequently to Inſpect their proceedings and- Accounts, 
and to take Cognizance of all prizes taken during the late War, which 
s the expreſs words of their Lait Commiſſion, and how far they have 
22 therewith, you may gueſs by what [ have related ; to which 
1. that Mr. Walter Middleton their Agent, at Milford, did take into 
his Cuſtody, a Prize Ship called the St. Nichcolas of Haver-de-grace,La- 
den with Spaniſh Wine, Silks, Lace, Wool, Figgs and other Goods 
to the value of 2 or 3009 f. the greateſt part t hereof with the Tackle 
and Furniture was imbezeled by the ſaid Agent,who cauſed the Ship to 
be Appraiſed at 20 J. which was proved worth a 100 J. and this mat- 
ter was laid before the Commiſſioners for Prizes, who ſent Mr. John 
Glaper and Others to make an inſpection on them, but after the Ex- 
pence of 3 or 4001, the matter was ſtifled, notwichſtanding the 
palainneſs of the Fact, and the many W itnefles, and Aſfidavits made in 
the Court of Admiralty to prove the ſame : and thus was the King a 
double loſer on this account, and in the aforeſaid Prize taken by Capt. 
Eliot, 6 of the French Men taken in that Prize were kept in Town 6 
Months at the Kings Charge; to give an account of her Cargo and 
Value; and altho they and their Capt. did all aſſirm her to be wor th 
ſo much as before related, yet the Commiſſioners complied with the 
Captor for 300 J. which by their report to the Lords of the Treaſury, 
(as I ſaid before,) was never paid, and for your further Satisfaction, 
I ſhall preſent you with an Abſtract of ſeveral orders ſigned by the 
Commiſſio ners, between July 1696, and the 7th, of March 1698; as 
they were Collected out of their own Books. 


$01. We pray and require you ont of the Moneys ariſing by iSale of 
Prizes, to ilfue nd pay unto Mr. Seabærn Puckeridge Sol. being for 
ſeveral disburſmeuts by him made upon Extraordinary occaſions, 
and other Services by him performed for the Service of this Office, 


which mult be charged to the account of Promiſcuous charges, which 
: k Can- 
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cannot be appropriated to any particular head, and is:dedudall aut 
of prizes proportionable to their value, Aaguſs iſt. 1696 do James 


Herbert Eſq; n $4 £1 
3 Signed Reger Langley, John Jennig m, & 

| 1 . Jahn Haft bas 

50 You are hereby required out of the Mony Iq your Hands un & 

count of prize Ships and Goods ſold at Dover, and other parts And 

places within the diſtrict of the ſaid port of Heu to pay and geduct 
to your ſelf the Sum of 507. in Full for extraordinary Service by 
you performed in the agency of Dea!, Sandwich, Ramſgate and' Mar- 
garet, &c. and the ſame ſhal] be allowed upon the accounts; dated 
the 224. of Decemb. 1696. to Mr. Charles Byrgrove our Accomprant 
for Prizes at Dover, Signed Rog. Langley, Eawy Aſcongh, 

* Fon Parkburſt, John Paſchal. 

We having taken into our Conſideration the extraordinary Pains 
and Servicè of our. ſeveral Officers hereunder mentioned are conſtant. 
ly at, in making up and Franſeribing the General Accounts of the 
Office, in order to their being delivered to the Commiſſioners for 
taking and ſtaring the publi-k'Accountsof the Kingdom, and to the 
Right Ronourable the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſties Trea- 

50 fury, do think it reaſonable, as a reward over and above their 
itanding Sallaries, to allow them theSum of 150 /. to be equally di- 
vided among them as Followeth, viz. To Seaborne Buckeriideg our 

50 Acompfant General 50 1. to Rabert Wellington his aſſi tant 501. and 
to John Portman Junior 501. for payment of which this ſhall be your 

so Warrant, Dated the 34. of Decemb. 1696 Signed ut Supra. 

to James Herbert Eſq ; 1 ; 

259 We pray and require you out of the Money ariſing by Sale of 
Prizes, to iſſue and pay unto William Aldworth Eſq ; or his order, 
the Sum of 250 /, upon account of his expence in auditing the ac- 
counts of this Office, for which this ſhall be your Warrent, Dated the 
224. of Decemb. 1696, Directed and Signed, ut £2. 

147. An Order «t Supra. to pay unto Tho, Bedford Eſq; Regiſter of 
the High Court of Admiralty, or his order, the Sum of x47/. for 
Extraordinary Service performed by the Officers belonging to the 

| faid Court of Aumiralty in relation to the buſiueſs for Prizes, dated 
11th. of March 1696. ; 

25. Ordeded t Supra to pay unto Mr. Seaborn Buckeridge 25 l. it being 
for ſ:veral Disburſments by him performed for the Service of this 
Office, &c. which mult be charged to the account of promiſcuous 
charges, which cannot be appropriatedto any particular head, dated 
the 11h. of March 1696. | 

10 Ditto, 


 . @18)\ 
10. Ditto paid Mr. Decbike 10 1, and Mr. Portmen 5 1. for Extraordi- 
$--. © nary Service to be placed to the promiſcuous accounts. 
1700. We pray and require yot! to deliver to Mr. Seaborn- Buckeridge, 
our Acomptant General 22 Tun of Red Bourdeaux Wine: dated the 
34. of April 1699, «© | OR. Signed ut Supra. 

60. Order »t Supra to pay unto Mr. John Cock deputy receiver 60 l. in 
Conſideration of his Extraordinary Service in the Office buſineſs: da- 
4 ted the 23d. of Auguft i697. e 
5 25. Order ut Supra to pay Mr. Seaborn Buckeridge 25 l. for Extraor- 

dinary Service by him performed, to be placed to the promiſcuous 

Accounts, the 31/7. of Auguſt 169. 

vos Order ut Supra to Mr. John Cock the Su 
| dinary Service, dated the 5th. of October 1699. 

48 25. Ordered #r/upra to pay.unto Mr. Seaborn B ckeridge 25 l. for Extra- 
=. -— ordinary Service, to be placed to promiſcuous accounts. 

” - 420, Youare hereby required and directed, to cauſe 7: Tun of Wine 
in the Cuſtody, part of the Cargo of the Ship Good Heart, to be re- 
5 moved out of the Cellar they are now in, into ſome other ſe- 
eure and convenient Cellar,to be diſpoſed of as we ſhall direct, they 
5 being to be paid for at the higheſt Price, any of the reſt of thè Wines 
4 which came out af that Ship ſhall be ſold for, for which this ſhall be 
1 your Warrant, dated the 1924. of Decemb. 1697. Signed at ſupra, 

200. Ordered ut /xpra to impreſs into the hands of Mr. Seabsrn Euck- 
eridge 200 J. being for the paymeat of cuſtom Duties for ſome 
Wiges Landed by our directions, for which he is to reuder us an ac- 


- 


count, dated che 4. of January 1697. 


m 


- 
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of 601: for his Extraor- 


25. Ordered to pay Mr. Seaborn Buckeridge 251. for Extraordinary 


| Service, by him performed, to be charged to the promiſcuous ac- 
counts, Se. dated the 34. of Demb. 1697. Signed wt ſupra. 

{i 446—8=6. Impreſt co Mr. 8«ckeridge for incident charges 100 /. 
N Ditto impreſt to Mr. Burkeridge 346 l. —8 3.—6 d. to pay Seamen 


4h for binging Five Ships from - F/ymouth, Dated the 17th. of March 
| . 16970 1 E | | 0 1 d a. 
125. Ordered to pay Mr. Buckerigge 25 l. for extraordinary Service to 
be placed to promiſcuous accounts, dated the 10:4. of ay 1698. 
25. Ordered ut ſupra to pay Mr. Buckeridge 25 l. to be placed as a- 
1 | forefaid. | f a 
10 [ 30. Ordred, ut Supra to pay Mr. Bucig-i2e 39 /. lor a quarters Sallary 
4 fęäor an aſliſtant, when at hat time he kad none, dated 15 of June, 98. 
o Order top r. e Haſtings 30.41; Mr. Aſcomb 30 l. Mr. Portman 
2:50. l fart heir Extraoi dinaty Service, to be placed to the promiſ. 
cCuous Accounts, &c. dated the 25% of June 98. ſig ned , Supra 
2. 50 Order 
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0:1; Ot der to paß dir. Cvck 501. for Extra. Services io he pfzted to 
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promiſcuous Accounts * | © figned;kr Sir. 
1 50. Impreſt into the Hands ot Mr. Bu keridge, for pilotage 150 l. 
110 . 5 {#0 paid Mr. Brekeridge; forthe uſe ot himfelf and others, 
1161. 5 5. 4 , for Appraiſing Ships and Goods in the River. 
200.Order to Impreſs into the hands of Atr. John Cock, Depaty Receiv- 
er 200). for defray ing ſuch neceſſir Expencès as hath, ot Haꝝ occut, 
in ſeveral Suits I relation to prize: buſineſꝭ de pending ik Parlament, 
cc, dated the 67 f. Hach 1698. fgned ar Supra. 
30. Sit. the vc paid Mr. Bucteridge 38 l. for a quarters Sallary *or 
"7: (A $0) Race) (15 ff 7 > 3% WIG 25 
25. Order to pay Mr: Buckeridge 25 l. for Extraordinary el 
- be plac'd to promiſcuous Accounts. dated the 13rb. of Offabtr 1698. 
4 = * a 2 144 19 led ar Suhr. £ 
30. December the 31ſt. 1698} paid Mr. Buck##idee 35't, for #quarters 
- Salary, for aa Affiſtant, wheitthe had not ane; 
30. January the th. 1698. paid Mr. Buckeridge for charges of Fire 
aud Candles, and for his Extraordinary pains in making up the ac- 
counts of the Office 30 J. r 
10. Ditto paid Mr. Portman one of the Clerks, © for extraordinary 
; pains 100. | 3412 80 #7 Na | - 3 
too. We pray and require you to pay into thè hands of Mr. Jonathan 
Jennings Eſq; our Secretary or His Order 100 l. the ſum to be by 
him disburited for the Incident charge of the Office, to Mr. James 
Herbert Eſq ; Signed John Jennings, R. Murray, 
| A e Jahn Paſchal. 


— 


By the foregoing account (in 2 Years and 7 Months) there has 
been paid and impreſt into the hands of Mr. Bucteriage for pretended 
ſervices, contiagences and promiſcuous charges, 1217 l. —13 - 10d. 
with 29 Tun of Wine at 5 7. per Tun, comes to 1450. and for an Aſſiſ- 
tant, whereas he had not any during that time, 90 J. in all 
2757 J. —13 .- 10 f. and to Mr., Portman for extraordinary Services 
115.1. to Mr. Co& for extrqotdiniry Service and promiſcuous Expence 
376 1. to Mr. Williyton forexttaordinary Service 50 J. as alſo 617 1, 
more. paid- to ſeveral perſons for extraordiniry” ſervices, &c. the 
whole amounting to 3909 l. — 1357.44. TRENT 1 
At tlie ſame time the Accomptant General was paid 1001, a Vear 
for 2 Clet ks, altho he had bit one that he imployed at 30 l. p. n. 
No Sir, let me tell! you, that the impreſſing of Mony for the con- 
tingent uſes of che V 7 regular vouchers for ſich other pr oo 
a5 the nature of the ſervice admit, is contrary to the rules and me- 


naſe! 6 thods 


| ( 28: ).. 
”  thodsofthe Navy, and of dangerous conſequence as hath been Repre- 
| ſented to His Majeſty by the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 
— Touching thoſe extraordinary ſervices, the Commiſſioners in the 
height of buſineſs ſar about 3 times a Week, and then not above 2 or 3 
Hours in a day, which by computation is no more than one whole day 
in a Week, and that was the time their Officers attended the ſervice 
of the Office; but if you conſider the number of Officers, and what 
Fl Sallaries they had, you will allow that that ſervice might have been per- 
formed in good time,and order without ſuch extravagant rewards,and 
the monys given to others for extravagant ſervices and expences, might 
have been ſpared, for as much as all men know, that ſuch Perſons 
know how to ſalve themſelves in their accounts, as undoubtedly they 
have, it being evident that more than the real value of ſome conſide- 
Table prizes have been ſpeut in their Condemnation. 
The 2gTunof Wine impreſt and removed into private Cellars, is con- 
trary to the Statute, which directs that all prize Goods ſhal] be publick- 
ly ſold by inch of Candle, and whereas 2201. part of che aforeſaid 
ſum was im preſt for the payment of the Cuſtom duties of ſome Wines 
Landed by their order, it is apparent tbat the ſaid mony and Wines 
were Clandeſtinly Converted to ſome ſecret Service, in regard the 
Merchants(as Mr. Paſchal tells you)paid the Duties of all Prize-goods. 

As touching incident charges, which may ariſe, they ought ( as 
conceive) to be plac d to the head of contingencies, and not to auy 
promiſcuous Accounts; for altho ſuch Accounts m:y be admitted in a 
wafſt Book, yet it was never kiownthat any promiſcuous Accompts, 
were charged or allowed to ballance accompts. 

Now by the unuſual methods of diſpoliag ſuch ſums of mony for 
extraordinary ſervices, they have iatroduced many new and unneceſ- 
: fary charges into their Office, which by the Honourable Houſe of Com- 

mon (in other caſes) was Repreſented to His Majeſty as a great miſ- 
mannagment. | 
i Beſides their Generolity to their Officers, they have beea very kind 
in diſpoſing of che Publick moiy to others, as in the caſe of Capt. Col- 
1 wel, who having taken a rich prize belonging to Otend, was carryiug 
30 off part of her Lading to the value of 1500 1. which was ſeized by the 
Cuſtom-Houſe Officers, ald that he loſt, but then he had ſecured a par- 
cel of Flanders Lace, which (as reported) was worth 20000 J. this 
Wl was put into the hands of the a ore ſaid Capt. Croſe, who reported that 
1448 he had as much Lace as would reach from the Lizard to Caa:z,. yet for 
Wi all this, the Commillioners for pi ies (ontrary to the exprefs words of 
16. the Act hallo w ed aud paid him about 5000, for his ſhare of that Prize, and 
che beter to ſalve che Capt. fox char IoisGwhich was none of his own, 
HTK | FITS Hts „ - 4 32 80 * their 
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3 | f 619) | | | ch 
their accomptant General went with him to the Tp/wich= Arms in Cola. 
ſtreet, to make up the Seamens accounts for Prize mony, out of hie Wus 
ſtopt near 600 I for the uſe of the ſaid Capt. And here you may obſerver 
how the King . the poor Seamen by frauds and oolluſion have been 
abuſed and detranded of the cuſtom, duties and ſhares of monys due on 
account of Prizes. 3 03683 ile 
In his Eetter Pa. 8. He tells you, That when the Precept and Scheme 
came to his Hands, he acquainted their Accomptant General thereof, 
and took him along with himſelf to the Commiſſioners of Accounts, 
where the Accomptant made his Exceptions againſt part of the Scheme, 
to. which their Honours agreed; and allowed him nat time ne de. 
manded, viz. to Achalm 17060. to compleat it as he could; but - 
by reaſon of Sickneſs the Accomptant was prevented, and he himſelf 
was not accurate in keeping Account-Books, * © gr TR i 
To this I muſt tell you, That after they had given ſo much Money | 
(as before I have Related) to their Accomptant-General and othi 
for their great care, pains and expence in paſſing the-Accounts of cheit | 
Office, yet when the Parliament firſt <Goachem for their Acco 
about the beginning of December 1698. they were ſo unprovided tha 
they wrought Night and Day for a Fortnight together to prepare Ac- 
counts to lay before them, being ſuch (as I was informed) they nor 
no Body elſe ſhould underſtand, which ptoved trus as I heard afrers 
wards. But to prevent ſuch an Impoſition upon the Nation, 1:ac-, 
quaiated a Worthy Member of the Houſe, how they might the better 
inſpect the Accounts of that Office, by. calling foriſame- particulat 
Books, which they did, and thereby defeated that deligh. gn. 
Now Sir you may obſerve, That if the Commiſſioners at firſt had 
laid before the Houſe their Accounts in a fair and regular manner, then 
had their Honours been Preſerved, and the Houſe prevented of the 
trouble occaſioned on their Accounts: And by the way tis my thoughts 
that ſuch Perſons who are not ſo well skill'd as to judge of Actounts, 
nor ſo. vigilant as to peruſe them, are not fit iy qualified for ſuch Places 
of Jruſt. And altho' Mr. Paſchal thinks it a great hardſhip to be 
accountable for what was done before his time, yet 1 think otherwiſe 
ia regard they have the former Bodks to help them, and that our 
Repreſentatives are ſuch judicious Men, That will aot puniſh one Man 
for the omiſſion or offence of another. Eb 0152 1 
And iu page 10. He acquaints you of t80 Ships or thereabonts; taken 
by Privateers, before the Act for encouragement of Privateers, but 
gives no account of the Prizes, which I know were taken by the King's 
Ships at that time. 
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And in the-next Paragraph * vou of 200 Ships or my" 
| taken 


* 


(20) 
taken ſince the Act, which were condema'd to the Captors peculiarly, 
 -., and were according to the Act never to come under the care, power or 
1 management of their Board, they being either in Ballaſt, or elſe having 
0 on Board no Goods of the Growth or Manufacture of France. 
0 In Anſwer to this, give me leave to recite that Clauſe of the Act 
. relating thereunto. | KEEL ee. 
And be it Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Ships and 
* Vellels with their Lading, and all Goods and Merchandizes that ſhall 
1 * be taken or ſeized as Prize, either by His Majeſties Ships of War, 
; © or by any Ships ſet forth as Privateers or otherwiſe, ſhall be Imported 
8 and brought into ſome of Their Majeſties Ports of this Kingdom, and 
immediately without breaking of Bulk put into the poſſeſſion of I heir 
Majeſties Commiſſioners for Prizes, or their Officers or Agents in 

the ſaid Port; who together with two or more ſich Perſons as the 
Officers or Mariners of the reſpective Ship ſhall entruſt, and alſo ſuch 
* perſon or perſons as ſhall be appointed by the Commillioners of the 
* Cuſtoms, in that behalf, are to take care of and preſer ve the ſame 
from Embezelments, until ſuch time as che ſame ſhall be adjudged 
© LawfulPrize, &c. and the ſame proviſion is made for all Ships taken 
in Foreign parts. And he it further Enacted, That where any Ship 
< or Veſſel ſhall be taken as Prize by any private Man of War, in which 
$ Ship or Veſſel there ſhall bgno Goods or Merchandizes of the Growth, 
© Product or Manufacture of the Dominions of the French King, and the 
« ame ſhall appear upon Landing thereof as aforeſaid, and due proof 
© made; that then after lawful Condemnation of ſuch Prize, and payment 
© of Cuſtoms and other Duties to Their Majeſties, payable for ſuch 
* Goods and Merchandizes, the Perſons Intereſted in ſuch private Man 
© of War, ſhall have the ſaid Ship, Goods and Merchandizes co their 
© own uſe, without deduction for Tenths or any other part or propor- 

© tion thereof Payable to Their Majeſties, or to the Lord High Ad» 

© miral of E- gland. . Jane * 5 | 

Thus Sir you ſee by the foregoing Claufe, That all Prizes were to 

be immediately, without breaking of Bulk, put into the poſſeſſion of * 
the Commiſſioners for Prizes, and ſo to remain until they were con- 
demn'd as Prize; and the latter Clauſe only provides, That if due 
proof be made upon Landing fuch Goods as aforeſaid, that is, after 
they were delivered to the Commiſſioners and adjudged Lawful Prize, 


4 &:. that the Goods, &c. were not of the Product or AManufacture of 
if France, that thea the Ship and Goods ſhall return to the Captor, &c. 
5 which is a full demonſtration that all Prize Ships were to come under 
their InſfeRion, and ſo they conſequently were to be accountable for 


Beſide: 


all, whether Profitable or Prejndicial to his Majeſty. 


1 My . 1 

Beſides the aforementioned 180 and 266, he gives you Accontit of 
60 Ships or little Boats, which being fold at Publick Sale, rhe charge 
of Condemnation ſurmounted: their product. But to proceed, 37 Ships 
delivered by the Captors to the Commiſſioners of the Navy or their 
Agents, which was taken into His Majeſties Service; and 53 or there- 
abours condemn'd as perquiſites to the Admiralty; and 10 Ships loſt 
or Burnt at Sea, after they were taken; and 33 or thereabouts, 
given away by their Majeſties, or reſtored by the Lords of Appeals 
after Condemnation, and 1 2, or thereabouts condema'd by ſpecial Ad- 
monition or default; theſe together makes 585, which he fays came 
not under their Cognizance. , W We 

And now Sir, I would deſire you candidly to conſider that the Com- 
mĩſſioners of the Navy are accountable to the Prize Office for what 

rize Ships they take into his Majeſties Service; and as I am credibly 
informed, the Commiſſioners charge them 37000 l. for their 37 Shi 
he ſpeaks of. If (6, then ſure I am the Ring has bought the dea 
Bargains, and is much wrongd- therein; beſides, the Ring (by order 
of the Commiſſioners for prizes) was at the charge of their Condem- 
nation; and all the reſt which he ſays came not under their cognt- 
ſance, were (by their Order) condemn'd at the Kings charge; now how 
they could diſcount that charge without taking cognizance of thoſe 
Ships, I muſt refer to your Judgment. But further to explain this 
matter, I fhall preſent you with the following Clauſe, Fiz. 
And it is hereby, further enacted, that any perſon, Seamen or other, 
© concerned in any Prizes, ſhall and may at any ſeaſonable time be per- 
© mitted to ſee and peruſe the Accounts of any Prize, that he or they 
© may be ſatisfied whether the Shares have been Right ly diſtributed, and 
the Commiſſioners for Prizes, and their Officers, are hereby required 
to ſhew or cauſe to be ſhewn, unto ſuch perſon or perſons, ſuch Ac- 
counts for their peruſal, and to take no more Fee or Reward for the 
© ſame, than one Shilling for one Account, at one time. 

Now this Clauſe of the Act, directing all perſons concerned to ſearch 
after the diſpoſal of Prizes in that one Office, doth. alſo imply that all 
Prizes ſhall he entred and accounted for there, and altho*® the Com- 
miſſioners of the Navy may take fuch Ships iuto His Majelties Service, 
yet they and all others are to be accountable to the Principal Com- 
miſſioners for Prizes, ho were conſtituted and appointed a particular 
and diſtia& Board to take Cognizance thereof, and not to ſuffer ſuch 
a diviſion as is intimated in that Letter, the conſequence of which, be- 
ſides the prejudice to their own Accounts, has been fatal to the Ser- 
vice of His Majeſty and others concerned. | 

The ſame Letter further informs you, That Wine and Brandy * 

je n e- 


V. i 


1 


i 
| 


| 


: 
: 


: 


= » 


— 


- with the Merchants ta pay the Cuſtoms,” which was near 28 1, per | 
and chat the Wines were generally ſmall and white, which they fold 


at, be gives you no account of that, nor of the ſeven Tun of Wine 
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15 the principal and moſt valuable Comm ities chat were brought in as 
{ ' Prizes, and that che Commiſſioners for oo oWn- Conyeniency, agreed 


— 


8 about 10 l. per Tun. , ERIE a Ar A 
Ido believe that Wines and Brandy were the chiefeſt Goods that 
was accounted for in their Office, and a good Commodity too; for al- 
tho they ſold the White at that Price, you mult believe the Claret and 
Brandy. was Worth double and treble that, and was fold accordingly ; 


that came out of the Ship Good- Heart, and the 22 Tun of Claret that 


- Which is referred and Submitted to your moſt Judicious Approbation, | 
4 A r $14; cs 2, 1 +. 8 
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